1984 Teacher’s Materials
The Story of 1984
Teacher’s notes
Time:
20 - 30 minutes
Level:
Easy/medium
Skills Focus: Listening and reading (possibly speaking).
Aim: To familiarize the student with the story of 1984. It’s also an
opportunity for the students to learn any new vocabulary.
The Story of 1984
Activity One
Read and listen to 'The Story of 1984’.
In the year 1984, rocket bombs and rats prey on the inhabitants of the
crumbling city of London. Far away on the Malabar Front, a seemingly
unending war rages against Eastasia. The Ministry of Truth broadcasts
constantly to the population via its inescapable network of telescreens.
These devices, which invade all aspects of peoples' lives, are also capable
of monitoring every word and action. They form part of an elaborate
surveillance system used by the Ministry of Love, and its dreaded agents
the Thought Police, to serve their only goal: the elimination of
'thoughtcrime'.
Winston Smith is a Party worker - part of the enormous social group
known as the Outer Party. Winston works in the Records Department of
the Ministry of Truth - the section which changes historical news archives
for consistency. When Winston uncovers incontrovertible proof that the
Party is lying, he embarks on a journey of self-questioning. In doing this,
he becomes a thought-criminal.
Winston begins to notice that a young Party member, Julia, is watching
him. She wears the distinctive sash of the Anti Sex League and Winston
fears that she is an informant. However, to his surprise, she reveals herself
as a subversive and they embark on an illicit and dangerous relationship.
This pushes Winston to explore deeper the fine line between propaganda
and reality. Ultimately, it leads him to O'Brien - a member of the Inner
Party who starts Winston on an irreversible course of discovery.
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Activity Two
True or False
Teacher’s notes
Time:

20 - 30 minutes

Level:

Easy

Skills Focus: Writing and reading (possibly speaking).
Aim: To test the students´ comprehension of the synopsis of the play. It
could be used as an opportunity for the students to work in pairs to
discuss the correct answers.

Answers:
1. False

The play takes place in Oceania.

2. True
3. False

The Thought Police are real.

4. False

Winston Smith is a member of the Outer party.

5. False

Winston works in the Records Department.

6. True
7. True
8. False

Julia is not an informant.

9. False

Julia and Winston start a secret relationship.

10.True
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Activity Two
True or False
Read and listen to 'The Story of 1984' then decide if the sentences are true
or false. If you think a sentence is false write the correct version below.
1. The play takes place in Eastasia.
2. Winston works in The Ministry of Truth.
3. The Thought Police are imaginary.
4. Winston Smith is a member of the inner party.
5. Winston Smith works in the Music Department.
6. Winston discovers proof that the party is lying.
7. Julia is a member of the Anti-Sex League.
8. Julia is an informant.
9. Julia and Winston start a normal relationship.
10. O’Brien is a member of the inner party.

Activity Three
The Characters and Who Said That.
Teacher’s notes
Time:

30 - 40 minutes

Level:

Easy/medium

Skills Focus:

Reading and listening (possibly speaking).

Aim:

To familiarize the student with the characters in 1984.

Pre/post activity: Ask the students what they already know about the
characters in 1984. Ask them what they think they look like or what
clothes they wear. After the activity ask the students who their favourite
character is and why. Ask them who they didn't like and why.
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Answers: Who Said That?
1. In this room I’m going to be a woman, not a Party comrade.
Julia
2. No Winston that is no use. You are lying. You still think there
are four. How many fingers, please?
O’Brien
3. It was my little daughter. She listened at the keyhole.
Parsons
4. You’re very young what could you see in a man like me?
Winston
5. Is there anything special I can do for you? Or did you just
want to look around?
Charrington
6. You think, I dare say, that our chief job is inventing new
words. But not a bit of it! We're destroying words - scores of
them, hundreds of them, every day.
Symes
7. Yes, look the clever thing is to break the rules and stay alive
all the same.
Julia
8. But it did exist! It does exist! It exists in memory. I remember
it. You remember it.
Winston
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Activity Three
The Characters and Who Said That?
Read and listen to these descriptions of the characters in 1984. Use the
information to help you with the exercise below, and then listen to see if
your answers are correct.
Winston Smith is strongly against the Party. He works at the Ministry of
Truth changing past news. He finds small methods to rebel. His main
desire is to remain human under inhuman circumstances.
Julia is Winston's love-interest and ally. Julia also works in the Ministry of
Truth. She is against the Party's doctrines, but she just wants to break the
rules, not change society.
O'Brien is a member of the Inner Party. A mysterious figure, he is
Winston's enemy and his ally and is the reason for Winston's ultimate
indoctrination to the Party. O'Brien is a personification of the Party, and
much of the Party's doctrine is revealed through him.
Big Brother is the leader of the Party. Big Brother is a god-like figure, allpresent, all-powerful, and eternal but very difficult to comprehend.
Emmanuel Goldstein is the leader of the Brotherhood. It is unclear
whether the Brotherhood actually exists or is merely propaganda by the
Party. Nevertheless, Goldstein, whether he exists or not, functions as an
enemy to Big Brother.
Mr. Charrington is the owner of the shop where Winston rents the room
and a member of the Thought Police.
Parsons is Winston's neighbor. He is married and has two children. He
ends up in the Ministry of Love with Winston, after being reported to the
thought police by his own children.
Syme is a Newspeak expert who works with Winston in the Ministry of
Truth. He is eventually vaporized.
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Who Said That?
Look at the character list below. Decide who you think says each
sentence. Two characters have two sentences each and four
characters have one sentence each. Use the information above
to help you. Now listen to the sentences. Are you correct?

Winston Smith
Parsons

Julia

O’Brien

Charrington

Syme

1. In this room I’m going to be a woman, not a Party
comrade.
2. No Winston that is no use. You are lying. You still think
there are four. How many fingers, please?
3. It was my little daughter. She listened at the keyhole.
4. You’re very young what could you see in a man like
me?
5. Is there anything special I can do for you? Or did you
just want to look around?
6. You think, I dare say, that our chief job is inventing new
words. But not a bit of it! We're destroying words scores of them, hundreds of them, every day.
7. Yes, look the clever thing is to break the rules and stay
alive all the same.
8. But it did exist! It does exist! It exists in memory. I
remember it. You remember it.
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Activity Four
Adjectives
Teacher’s notes
Time:

30 - 40 minutes

Level:

Medium

Skills Focus:

Vocabulary.

Aim:
To extend the students' vocabulary and consider the
position of adjectives in the sentences.
Extension Activity: Ask the students to work in pairs to choose another
ten adjectives from anywhere in the script. The students then put the
adjectives into column A. Now the students find out the opposite
adjectives and put them into column B, in a random order. The students
then exchange papers and try to match each adjective to its opposite
adjective.
Answers:
A

B

1. Unimportant

Important

2. Full

Empty

3. Expensive

Cheap

4. Good

Bad

5. Ugly

Beautiful

6. Little

Big

7. New

Old

8. Special

Normal

9. Light

Dark

Answers text:
Special, empty, beautiful, dark, good, expensive, old, little, important.
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Activity Four
Adjectives
Match the adjectives in column A with the opposite adjectives in column B.
E.g. A1 –Important B3 - unimportant

A

B

1. Important

Big

2. Empty

Ugly

3. Expensive

Normal

4. Good

Light

5. Beautiful

New

6. Little

Cheap

7. Old

Unimportant

8. Special

Full

9. Dark

Bad

Complete the dialogue with adjectives from column A. Then listen to scene
seven to discover if you have guessed correctly.
Scene Seven
A junk shop.
CHARRINGTON:

You're the gentleman who bought the notebook. That
was a beautiful bit of paper. There's been no paper like
that made for, oh-I dare say 50 years. Is there anything
---------- I can do for you? Or did you just want to look
around?
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WINSTON:

I was passing. I just looked in. I don't want anything in
particular.

CHARRINGTON:

It's just as well, because I don't suppose I could have
satisfied you. You see how it is; an ----------shop, you
might say. No demand any longer and no stock either.
Furniture, glass, china, it's all been destroyed by
degrees. And of course the metal stuff's mostly been
melted down. I haven't seen a brass candlestick in
years.

WINSTON:

What is this?

CHARRINGTON:

That's coral.

WINSTON:

It's a ---------- thing.

CHARRINGTON:

It is a beautiful thing. There's not many that'd say so
nowadays. Now, if it so happened that you wanted to
buy it, that'd cost you four dollars. I can remember
when a thing like that would have fetched eight
pounds, and eight pounds was-well, I can't work it out,
but it was a lot of money. (Winston hands over the 4
dollars and puts the coral in his pocket). There’s
another room that you might care to look at. There's
not much in it. Just a few pieces. We'll do with a light.
It’s a bit ----------(He takes a light. The room has a bed
and a picture covering where the telescreen was). We
lived here till my wife died. I'm selling the furniture off
little by little. Now that's a ---------- bed, or at least it
would be if you could get the bugs out of it.

WINSTON:

There's no telescreen.

CHARRINGTON:

Ah, I never had one of those things. Too----------. And I
never seemed to feel the need of it somehow. Now if
you happen to be interested in ---------- prints
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(Referring to the picture) the frame's fixed to the wall,
but I could remove it for you, I dare say.
WINSTON:

I know that building. It's a ruin now.

CHARRINGTON:

That's right. Outside the law courts. It was bombed inoh, many years ago. It was a church at one time. St
Clements Dane, its name was. "Oranges and lemons
say the bells of St Clements…"

WINSTON:

What's that?

CHARRINGTON:

Oh, that was a rhyme we had when I was a ---------- boy.
How it goes I don't remember, but I know how it ended
up. "Here comes the candle to light you to bed. Here
comes the chopper to chop off your head". It was just
the name of churches. All the London churches were in
it-all the ----------ones, that is.

WINSTON:

I never knew it had been a church.

CHARRINGTON:

There's a lot of them left, really, though they're put to
other uses. Now, how did that rhyme go? Ah, I've got
it! "You owe me five farthings say the bells of St
Martin's-". There now that's as far as I can get.

WINSTON:

Where was St Martin's?

CHARRINGTON:

That's still standing. It's in Victory square, alongside the
picture gallery.

WINSTON:

Lend me three…"

CHARRINGTON:

"…farthings, say the bells of St Martin's."

WINSTON:

I enjoy your shop very much-Mr-?

CHARRINGTON:

It's Charrington. I'm sixty-three and I've been in this
shop now for thirty years.
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WINSTON:

I see. Well, I must be getting along. Good evening, Mr
Charrington.

Activity Five
Synonym and Antonym Words
Teacher’s notes
Time:

20 - 30 minutes

Level:

Medium

Skills Focus:

Listening, reading (possibly speaking).

Aim:
To increase vocabulary by not only learning the words
used within the play but also to encourage students to think about new
words related to them.
Post Activity:
Ask the students to work with a partner and find five
new words from the scene. They should then write the synonym/antonym
of the word. Get students to swap words with another pair or present
them on the board to the other students. This could be done as a game
with students scoring points for correct answers.
Answers:
1. Insect (S)
2. Always (A)
3. Forget (A)
4. Demolished (S)
5. Cash (S)
6. Like (S)
7. Lived (A)
8. Add (A)
9. Next to (S)
10. See (S)

- Bug
- Never
- Remember
- Destroyed
- Money
- Enjoy
- Died
- Remove
- Alongside
- Look
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Activity Five
Synonym and Antonym Words
Read and listen to scene seven of 1984 (activity 5)) then look at the words
and find the corresponding word in the text which is a synonym (word with
the same meaning)(S) or an antonym (word with the opposite
meaning)(A).
1. Insect
(S)
2. Always
(A)
3. Forget
(A)
4. Demolished (S)
5. Cash
(S)
6. Like
(S)
7. Lived
(A)
8. Add
(A)
9. Next to
(S)
10.See
(S)

-

Write your answers and the relevant sentences from the script, below;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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Activity Six
Pair Work – George Orwell
Teacher’s notes
Time:
Level:

30 - 40 minutes
Medium

Skills Focus: Writing, speaking.
Aim:

To allow students to use a variety of question forms.

Notes:
Separate the text into two parts. Give students part A or part
B equally. Give the students ten minutes to work on the questions either
individually or in groups. Then put students into pairs (one part A, one
part B) and let them ask and answer the questions to complete the
information.
Variation: To make the activity more difficult take away the question
words given in the answer. To make the activity easier add extra words.
e.g.
What ---------- George Orwell’s real name?
Answer Key:
1. What was George Orwell’s real name?
2. When was George Orwell born?
3. What did Orwell start doing at an early age?
4. Where did Orwell move back to?
5. Who did Orwell work for?
6. What was Orwell’s wife called?
7. Where did Orwell leave for?
8. What did he write after World War II?
9. What did Orwell die of?
10. When did Orwell die?
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Part A
George Orwell was born with the name 1. ---------- in Bengal, India in
1903. His father worked as a civil servant for the British consulate.
The Blair family moved from India back to England when Eric was
just a young boy and he stayed there until after his academic career
was over. Like many authors, Blair/Orwell began 3. ---------- at a very
young age but despite the quality of his work, he was not
immediately able to make a living from his passion. Unable to
attend more college because of his lack of scholarships, Orwell
moved back to India and secured a job working as an administrator
for the 5. ---------- .Orwell worked this job for only a few years as he
began to notice the inequalities in colonial rule.
Returning to England, Orwell moved from job to job before finally
deciding he wanted to write professionally. He took his penname
“George Orwell” and began to write his first novels including Down
and Out in Paris and London and Burmese Days. It was during this
phase of his life that he met and married a woman named Eileen
O’Shaugnessy and his socialist views began to solidify in the wake of
several worldwide events. After realizing his political views, Orwell
left for 7. ---------- where he fought with the United Workers Marxist
Party militia. Here he realized that he did not agree with the Russian
brand of communism, but preferred the English variety of socialism.
Shortly after this experience, he served for the British in World War
II as a correspondent and it was after this that he wrote Animal
Farm. Shortly after, he released 1984 which finally gave him the
critical and even commercial success her was looking for.
Unfortunately, the majority of his recognition after his death from
9. ---------- in 1950
1. What ………………………………………………………………….?
3. What …………………………………………………………………...?
5. Who…………………………………………………………………….?
7. Where…………………………………………………………………….?
9. What ……………………………………………………………………..?
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Part B
George Orwell was born with the name Eric Arthur Blair in Bengal,
India in 2. --------. His father worked as a civil servant for the British
consulate. The Blair family moved from India back to England when
Eric was just a young boy and he stayed there until after his
academic career was over. Like many authors, Blair/Orwell began
writing at a very young age but despite the quality of his work, he
was not immediately able to make a living from his passion. Unable
to attend more college because of his lack of scholarships, Orwell
moved back to 4. ----------and secured a job working as an
administrator for the Indian Imperial Police. Orwell worked this job
for only a few years as he began to notice the inequalities in colonial
rule.
Returning to England, Orwell moved from job to job before finally
deciding he wanted to write professionally. He took his penname
“George Orwell” and began to write his first novels including Down
and Out in Paris and London and Burmese Days. It was during this
phase of his life that he met and married a woman named 6. --------- and his socialist views began to solidify in the wake of several
worldwide events. After realizing his political views, Orwell left for
Spain where he fought with the United Workers Marxist Party
militia. Here he realized that he did not agree with the Russian
brand of communism, but preferred the English variety of socialism.
Shortly after this experience, he served for the British in World War
II as a correspondent and it was after this that he wrote 8. ----------Shortly after, he released 1984 which finally gave him the critical
and even commercial success her was looking for. Unfortunately,
the majority of his recognition came too late after his death from
tuberculosis in 10. ----------.
2. What ………………………………………………………………….?
4. What …………………………………………………………………...?
6. Who…………………………………………………………………….?
8. What …………………………………………………………………….?
10. When ……………………………………………………………………..?
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Activity Seven
Text Comprehension – Listening 1
Teacher’s notes
Time:

20 - 30 minutes

Level:

Medium

Skills Focus: Listening, reading (possibly speaking).
Aim:
To test the students understanding of the scene and the
complexities of what is happening within it.
Notes:
This activity could be done individually as a simple written
comprehension activity or in pairs with students discussing the answer.
Encourage students to give as much information as possible to support
their answer.
Answers:
Comprehension Questions
1. Why is Julia proud of bringing coffee?
She is proud of bringing coffee as real coffee is hard to buy.
2. Where do the things on the black market mostly come from?
They mostly come from the Inner Party.
3. Why does Julia put on make-up after she arrives in the room?
She puts on make-up when she arrives as it is illegal for Party members to
wear make-up or scent.
4. Why does Julia say that a woman daren't leave a baby alone for two
minutes in some streets?
She says that because she thinks the rats would attack the babies.
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5. Why does Winston say that it's impossible to discover the age of
anything nowadays?
He says it is impossible because the past is erased and lies become truth.
6. Who were Jones, Aaronson and Rutherford?
They were among the last survivors of the original leaders of the
revolution.

Activity Seven
Text Comprehension – Listening 1
Read and listen to scene thirteen. Then answer the questions about the
scene.
Scene Thirteen
The room at Charrington's shop. A female Prole is singing outside.
VOICE

It was only a hopeless fancy.
It passed like an April day…

(Julia runs into the room. She is carrying a bag)
JULIA

Half a second- just let me show you what I've brought.
(She takes out some paper packets and passes them to

Winston)
WINSTON

It isn't sugar?

JULIA
Real sugar. Not saccharine - sugar. And here's a loaf of bread,
proper white bread, not our bloody stuff, and a little pot of jam. And
here's a tin of milk. But, listen; I want you to turn your back on me for
three minutes. Go and sit on the other side of the bed. He does so. And
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don't turn around till I tell you. (She begins to take off her overalls and
starts to put on a summer dress)
WINSTON

How did you manage to get hold of these things?

JULIA

This is the one I'm really proud of.

WINSTON

It's coffee! It's real coffee!

JULIA
Party
look, I

Its Inner Party coffee. There's half a kilo there. It's all Inner
stuff. There's nothing those swine don't have, nothing. But of
course waiters and servants and people pinch things, and got a little packet of tea as well.

WINSTON

It's real tea. Not blackberry leaves.

JULIA
or

There's been a lot of tea about lately. They've captured India
something.

WINSTON Listen. (The woman is still singing outside. Quickly and
clumsily,
using a piece of mirror from her bag, Julia puts face
powder, rouge,
eyeliner and lipstick on).
JULIA

You can turn around now.

WINSTON

Are you naked?

JULIA

Turn around. (Winston turns) Well?

WINSTON

You look so pretty. Scent too!

JULIA

Yes, dear, scent too. I'm going to get silk stockings and highheeled shoes! In this room I'm going to be a real woman, not
a Party
comrade. (They jump onto the bed). This bed is sure to
be full of
bugs, but who cares? (They kiss. Suddenly Julia
grabs a boot and
throws it violently at the ground. Get out, you
filthy brute!
WINSTON

What was it?
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JULIA
board.

A rat. I saw him sticking his beastly nose out of the skirting

WINSTON

A rat?

JULIA

There's a hole down there. I gave him a good fright anyway.

WINSTON

Rats!

JULIA

That water's going to boil away.
(She gets up to start making coffee and bread and jam).

WINSTON

Rats, in this room?

JULIA
They're all over the place. Even got them in the kitchen at the
hostel. Did you know they attack children? Yes, they do. In some of these
streets a woman daren't leave a baby alone for two minutes. It's the great
huge brown ones that do it.
WINSTON

Don't go on!

JULIA

What's the matter?

WINSTON

Of all horrors in the world - a rat!

JULIA

Do they make you feel sick? Come here. (She holds him).

WINSTON I have the feeling of black panic - of being back in a
nightmare. I've had it all my life. I'm standing in front of a wall of darkness,
and on the other side of it there is something unendurable, something too
dreadful to be faced.
JULIA

Dearest! You've gone quite pale.

WINSTON

I'm sorry, it's nothing, I don't like rats, that's all.

JULIA
Don't worry dear, we're not going to have the filthy brutes
here. I'll stuff the hole with a bit of sacking before we go. And next time
we come I'll bring some plaster and bung it up properly. What time do
they cut the lights off at your flat?
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WINSTON

Twenty-three thirty.

JULIA
wall)

It's twenty-three at the hostel. (looking at the picture on the
What is this place? I've seen it somewhere before.

WINSTON It's a church or at least it used to be. St Clement Danes its
name was. "Oranges and lemons", say the bells of St Clement's JULIA
"You owe me three farthings", say the bells of St Martin's,
"When will you pay me" say the bells of Old Bailey", I can't remember how
it goes on after that. But anyway, I remember how it ends up, "Here
comes a candle to light you to bed, here comes a chopper to chop off your
head!"
WINSTON

Who taught you that?

JULIA
My grandfather. He used to say it to me before he was
vaporised, when I was eight. I wonder what a lemon was. I've seen
oranges.
WINSTON I can remember lemons! They were quite common in the
fifties. They were so sour that it set your teeth on end even to smell them.
(Winston shows her the coral paperweight). Look.
JULIA

What is it, do you think?

WINSTON I don't think it's anything. I mean, I don't think it was ever put
to any use. That's what I like about it. It's a little chunk of history that
they've forgotten to alter. It's a message from the past, if one knew how
to read it.
JULIA

Would that be a hundred years old?

WINSTON I dare say. It's impossible to discover the age of anything
nowadays. Everything fades into mist. It's like the work I do at the records
Department. I turn lies into the truth. The past is erased, the erasure is
forgotten, and so the lie becomes the truth. Just once in my life I have
possessed, after the event - that was what counted concrete,
unmistakeable evidence of an act of falsification.
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I held it between my fingers for as long as thirty seconds. It was the time
of the great purges, when all the original leaders of the Revolution were
wiped out - except Big Brother.
Among the last survivors were three men - Jones, Aaronson, and
Rutherford. As often happened, they vanished for a year and then had
suddenly been brought forward to confess to intelligence with the enemy
(which at that time too, was Eurasia), the murder of trusted Party
members, intrigues against Big Brother, sabotage. After confessing they
had been pardoned and reinstated in the Party. Anyway, some time after
their release I actually saw all three of them in the Chestnut Tree Café.
JULIA

Oh, I know that place.

Comprehension Questions
1. Why is Julia proud of bringing coffee?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Where do the things on the black market mostly come from?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Why does Julia put on make-up after she arrives in the room?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------4. Why does Julia say that a woman daren't leave a baby alone for two
minutes in some streets?
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------5. Why does Winston say that it's impossible to discover the age of
anything nowadays?
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6. Who were Jones, Aaronson and Rutherford?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Activity Nine
True or False - Listening 2
Time:

20 – 30 minutes

Level:

Medium

Skills Focus: Reading, writing, (possibly speaking).
Aim:

To test the comprehension of a scene of the play.

Notes:
This could be used as an opportunity for the
students to work in pairs to discuss the correct answers. The
answers could then be presented on the board and the answers
discussed and corrected as a group.
Post activity: Ask the students to look at a different scene in the
play and in pairs or small groups to come up with five true or
false questions. Then each group should pass their sentences to
another group to answer. Answers could be marked as a whole
class board activity.
Answers:
1. False.

Julia brings sugar for the coffee.

2. False.
black

The products Julia brings were bought on the
market.
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3. True.

Winston hates rats.

4. False.

Julia is going to dress in high-heeled shoes.

5. False.

There is a painting of a church on the wall.

6. True.
at

Winston saw Jones, Aaronson and Rutherford
the Chestnut Café.

Activity Eight
True or False - Listening 2
Read and listen to Scene Thirteen (See Activity 7). Now decide if
these sentences are true or false. If the sentence is false correct
it.

1. Julia brings saccharine for the coffee.
T/F
2. The products Julia brings were bought at a market.
T/F
3. Winston hates rats.
T/F
4. Julia is dressed in high-heeled shoes.
T/F
5. There is a painting of oranges and lemons on the wall.
T/F
6. Winston saw Jones, Aaronson and Rutherford at the
Chestnut
Café.
T/F

www.escapadetheatre.es

Activity Nine
Homophones
Teacher’s notes
Time:

20 - 25 minutes

Level:

Medium

Skills Focus:

Reading, listening and spelling.

Aim:

To familiarise the students with the sound of words
and to encourage them to use the context of the text
to work out the meaning of the word.

Notes:

This activity could be done individually as a simple
vocabulary exercise or in pairs with students
discussing the answer.

Post-activity:

Ask the students (individually or in pairs) to choose five
more words from the list of homophones and write
their own sentences. Then let them take turns to
present them on the board for their class-mates to
solve. This could be made into a game with points!

Answers:
1. Eight - ate
2. Wood – would
3. No - know
4. Knew – new
5. There – their
6. See – sea
7. One – won
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8. Four – for
9. By – buy
10. So - sew

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Can you hear the dogs barking?
Do you know Anna?
Do you drive on the right or the left in Spain?.
My dinner table is made of wood.
What shall I wear to the party?

Activity Nine
Homophones
Look at the words below. Now, read and listen to scene seven (activity five)
of the play to find the word in the text which has the same sound.
E.g. eight - ate
1. Ate 2. Would –
3. Know 4. New –
5. Their –
6. Sea –
7. Won–
8. For –
9. Buy –
10. Sew –
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Now complete these sentences with the correct homophones from the
previous activity.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

I’m not hungry. I ---------- a large lunch?
Do you ---------- Anna?
I love living near the ----------?
My table is made of ----------.
Two plus two equals ----------.

The Question Game
Activity Ten
Teacher’s notes
Time:
50 - 60 minutes
Level:

Difficult

Skills Focus: Speaking.
Aim:

To allow students to practise a variety of question forms.

Notes:
This is a fun activity based on the game Jeopardy. At the
beginning of the class draw the grid with answers on the
white/blackboard. Separate the class into groups of five or six and tell
them to look at the answers. Give the groups 10 – 15 minutes to prepare
questions for the answers. Each team then takes turns to choose an
answer. The question they give must be factually and grammatically
correct to win the points. There may be a variety of correct answers
e.g.
The answer 1984 could produce
What is the play called?
Or
When does the play take place?
Or
In what year does the action happen?
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Possible Answers:
Winston:

Who is the main character in 1984?

Julia:

Who does Winston have a relationship with?

Goldstein:

Who is the enemy of the state?

Big Brother:

Who is the leader of Oceania?

1984:

When does the play take place?

Oceania:

Where does the play take place?

In a junk room:

Where do Julia and Winston meet?

Room 101:

Where does Winston’s torture take place?

A diary:

Where does Winston write his thoughts?

Rats:

What is Winston’s greatest fear?

A red sash :
wear??

What do members of ‘The Anti-Sex League’

A Coral paperweight:

What does Winston buy in Charrington’s shop?

Activity Ten
The Question Game
In groups, take turns to choose an answer and then create a question.
Points

Characters

Times and Places General

10

Winston

1984

A diary

20

Julia

Oceania

Rats

30

Goldstein

In a junk shop

A red sash

50
paperweight
Activity Eleven

Big Brother

Room 101

A coral
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Newspeak
Teacher’s notes
Time:

30 - 40 minutes

Level:

Difficult

Skills Focus:

Vocabulary. Speaking.

Aim:
To extend the students' vocabulary and make them
aware of how Newspeak functions within the play.
Extension Activity: Write the list of modern Newspeak (below) on the
board . Ask the students to work in pairs to decide what the words or
phrases mean. Then, ask them why the terms could be considered modern
Newspeak.
1. downsize – to fire employees
2. Freedom fighters – Soldiers who are not considered our enemies.
3. Terrorists – soldiers who are considered our enemies
4. Ethnic cleansing – genocide
5. Humanitarian intervention – a pre-emptive military attack
6. Collateral damage – people wounded or killed accidentally in war.
Answer key:
A.
A person who apparently "never existed". Unperson
B.
Orthodox (politically) thought.
Goodthink
C.
Standard English.
Oldspeak
D.
An instrument used to write words by speaking into a
microphone.
Speakwrite
E.
Any thought against the government INGSOC, considered a
criminal offense.
Thoughtcrime
F.
Having two opposing thoughts but only one is true.
Doublethink
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G.

A steady stream of mindless entertainment to distract and
occupy the masses.
Prolefeed
A thought crime - individualism and eccentricity; desire to do
something for your own benefit.
Ownlife
An improper expression on your face; a nervous tic, an
unconscious look of anxiety.
Facecrime
To speak without thinking.
Duckspeak

H.
I:
J.

Activity Eleven
Newspeak
Match the Newspeak words with the correct definition below.
1. Speakwrite
2. Oldspeak
3. Duckspeak
4. Thoughtcrime
5. Doublethink
6. Facecrime
7. Goodthink
8. Prolefeed
9. Ownlife
10. Unperson

A.
B.
C.
D.

A person who apparently "never existed".
-------------------------------------------------------Orthodox (politically) thought.
-------------------------------------------------------Standard English.
-------------------------------------------------------An instrument used to write words by speaking into a
microphone.
---------------------------------------------------------
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E.

Any thought against the government INGSOC, considered a
criminal offense.
----------------------------------------------------------

F.

Having two opposing thoughts but only one is true.
----------------------------------------------------------A steady stream of mindless entertainment to distract and
occupy the masses.
------------------------------------------------------------

G.

H.

I:

J:

A thought crime - individualism and eccentricity; desire to
do something for your own benefit.
-----------------------------------------------------------An improper expression on your face; a nervous tic, an
unconscious look of anxiety.
----------------------------------------------------------------To speak without thinking.
--------------------------------------------------------------

Activity Twelve
Dystopian Fiction Quiz
Teacher’s notes
Time:

15 – 20 minutes

Level:

Medium

Skills Focus:

Speaking.

Aim:

A fun activity to open or close the class.
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Extension activity: If the students are interested in the idea of writing a
quiz, get
them to choose their own topic and write 5-10
questions to
present to the class.
Answers:
B, C, A, C, B, A, C, B

Activity Twelve
Dystopian Fiction Quiz
Answer the questions with A, B or c
1. What was Great Britain known as in ‘1984?’
A.

Runway six

B.

Airstrip one

C.

Airport twelve

2.

Which district was Katniss Everdeen from in ‘The Hunger Games?’

A.

11

B.

13

C.

12

3.
What was Phillip K. Dick’s novel, ‘Do Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep?’
called when it was made into a film?
A.

Blade runner

B.

12 Monkeys

C.

Minority Report
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4.

In ‘A Clockwork Orange’, who was Alex’s favourite composer?

A.

Brahms

B.

Mozart

C.

Beethoven

5.

In ‘The Matrix’ who was ‘The Chosen One?’

A.

Morpheus

B.

Neo

C.

Trinity

6.

In ‘Logan’s Run’ at what age do people die?

A.

30

B.

50

C.

100

7.
What do the students in ‘Never Let Me Go,’ provide for other
people?
A.

Babies

B.

Music

C.

Organs

8.

What does the fireman in ‘ Fahrenheit 541’ burn?

A.

Toys

B.

Books

C.

Diseases
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Vocabulary
Look at this selection of vocabulary used in 1984. Underline any words you
don’t know and discuss their meanings with your classmates.

Alter

Collaborate

Exist

Amend

Confess

Fail

Assassination

Confession

False

Authority

Conspiracy

Falsify

Banner

Control

Feeling

Bell

Corrupt

Filthy

Betray

Crime

Finger

Black market

Criminal

Flaw

Blackmail

Cure

Forge

Blood

Darkness

Freedom

Body

Daughter

Hideout

Break rules

Delete

Junk shop

Briefcase

Denounce

Keyhole

Brotherhood

Destroy

Labour camp

Bunting

Duty

Leader

Candle

Espionage

Loyalty

Care

Evidence

Member

Change

Execute

Memory

Cheat

Exhausted

Mercy
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Mind

Sabotage

Mistake

Sane

Murder

Save

Naked

Shoot

Obey

Spy

Offence

Sore

Pain

Starving

Party

Still

Peace

Stove

Persuade

Suffer

Picture

Surrounded

Power

Teeth

Prediction

Telescreen

Press

Thought

Prole

Threat

Proud

Torture

Pure

Treachery

Rat

Truth

Remember

Turn off

Replace

Tyranny

Resistance

Vaporize

Risky

Varicose ulcer

Room

Victory
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